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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

January  18th,  1847. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

•  »    ■  - 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SELECT   COMMITTEE, 


RELATIVE 


To  the  Salaries  of  ihe  (loveruor  and  Secretary  of  State. 


REPORT. 


The  select  coramiJtee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Executive  Message  as  relates  to  thesalaiy  of  the  Governor  of  Ma- 
ryland, respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  fiom  the  manner  in  which  this  reference  has  been  made  to 
them,  they  have  deemed  it  their  duty  to  consider  the  subject  in  all 
its  various  aspects.  They  cannot  regard  it  as  an  ordinary  matter 
of  mere  dollars  and  cents.  Very  little  consideration  will  convince 
any  candid  mind,  that  this  would  be  taking  a  very  narrow  view  of 
the  subject,  and  that  when  the  oliice  of  Governor  is  regarded  in  all 
its  relations  to  the  interest  and  dignity  of  the  State,  the  immediate 
saving,  effected  by  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Asrembly,  becomes  of  secondary  importance. 

The  Governor  is  invested,  by  our  consiitution  and  laws,  with 
powers  and  duties  of  so  high  a  character  as  to  call,  not  only  for 
the  exercise  of  the  greatest  ability  and  industry,  but  the  possession 
of  the  sternest  integrity.  He  is  especially  charged  with  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  revenue  system  of  the  State,  and  is  the 
guardian  of  the  State's  interest  in  works  of  Internal  Improvement. 
He  is  the  organ  of  communication  between  this  and  the  other 
States  of  the  Union,  and  the  representative  to  the  world  of  the 
sovereignty  of  Maryland.  He  is  the  source  also  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  large  number  of  officers,  of  various  grades,  in  whose 
proper  selection  the  interests  of  the  whole  community  are  most 
deeply  concerned.  It  is  his  province  to  select  our  judicial  officers, 
by  whom  the  laws  may  be  faithfully  and  rmpartially  administered  ; 
and  it  is  his  duty  also  to  see  that  those  laws  arc  efficiently  execut- 
ed. In  his  hands  is  placed  the  power  to  protect  innocence  from 
prosecution  as  well  as  from  the  effects  of  an  unjust  judgment ;  and 
also,  if  he  will,  to  shelter  crime,  not  only  from  punishment,  but 
even  from  investigation. 

This   brief  summary  of  the  more  prominent  duties  and  powers 

of  the  Gubernatorial  office  is   rendered  more  ni'ces*ary  on  account 

of  an  impression  which  prevails  to  some  extent,  that  thw  office  of 

•Governor  is  not  of  the  same  importance  in  this,  as  in  some  of  th« 
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other  States,  because  our  constitution  does  not  invest  the  Chief 
Magistrate  with  either  an  absolute  or  qualified  veto  upon  the  acts 
of  the  Legislature.  But  this  veto  power  is,  in  its  nature,  purely 
legislative,  and  can  in  no  just  sense  be  considered  executive. 
Even  when  pjssessed  it  is  exercised  only  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, and  can  therefore  constitute  in  any  case  but  a  small  part  of 
the  duties  and  labors  of ^^i^, office,  ,The  provisions  of  our  consti- 
luiion  do  not,  in  fact,  diiliirlis!)  (ue  prbf^^-  powers  and  dignity  of  the 
Executive  officer^  but  only  secure  the  complete  separation  of  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  departments  of  the  government.  In- 
deed, It  cannot  be  disputed  that,  the  labors  and  responsibility  of 
the  Governor  have,  of  late  years,  been  greatly  increased ;  and  it 
is  more  than  ever  imporiant  to  secure  for  the  office  the  services  of 
the  most  able,  honest  and  energetic  men.  Within  a  few  years  a 
=  .tev€nta«e  system  of  great  complexity  has  grown  up,  and  it  is  only 
-by  the  mosfc, constant  .ay d  vigilant  superintendence  of  the  Execu- 
tive, that  the  successful  operation  of  that  system  can  be  secured, 
and  the  probable  loss  of  revenue  which  the  State  might  sustain, 
in  having  a  weak  and  inefficient  Chief  Magistrate,  becomes  a  con- 
sideration of- the  ve.iy  first  impoitancQ.    i:3f;;i/,i.j   i;;    (u     . 

It  is  also  necessary  to  add  that,  if  the  present  Legislature  shoulcl 

.  Gontirm  thp  law  establishing  Biennial  Sessions,  the  duties  and  re- 

spoi7sibilities  of  the  Governor  Vr'ouid  be.  greatly  increased,  and  a 

permanent  residence  at  the  seat  of  government  rendered  absolutely 

necessary...  ,...;,;,_,,.^.  ^,„  J  |oM.,rii;.  ■...     ■  .;;.. 

Regarding  then  the  extent. andamportance  of  the  powers  vested 

in  the  Oovemor,  tile  nature  of  his   duties  and  the  dignity  of  his 

station  ; — consulting  .also  that  genuine   economy  which,  while  it 

,  stops^tlie  most  trifling  waste,  never  stints  in  any  necessary  expen- 

.,,(|iture,  there  seems  to   be    no  ground    for   doubting  that  a   salaiy 

,.^'.libei.-al,"  though   '^not  profuse,-'   ought  tc    be    provided   for  the 

futme  incumbenis  of  the  office.     The  only  mode  by  which   the 

requisite    ability   and   integrity  can   be  secured,  is  by  the   offi.'r  of 

jSOipething  appiuximating  to,  the  same  rate  of,  conipensation  whicii 

.,,lnl.eiit,Eind ,  honesty,  cr.n  command  j|],  t|)e  pursuits  of  private  life. 

j^TfieTtntioi}., should   notj^p   'a^ade  .desjv<^ble   as  one  of  pecuniary 

_,p^qfit.  byt,.  :  :^!(-  ''  via^i'. \vqfti|y  of  ;},h<^  digni.y  hhouid 

,,.J3fj  eXrli'dr-'  aJdvi^lluPI'j/O';' gre,5ii /I  .sacrifice 

1^1  ('^--^  '  '  /    _.ii3  1'.'  vi-'y'_'>in   ^)iJ,  !!uii'^>>i-.:;  •;■.!, 

,,X|)t'  I  :a,so^,,j{.^vf'?ar,;if.  ilie  sqlariV',i?, not 'raised 

above  i,l;:e,  rate  fix;tHl,by  ?h^  last  General  Asseiiibly,  tliat  the  range 
of  selection  would,, ii)  fuiure,  be  v>\'y  much  narrowed,  and  our 
Governor  be  cho,$,en,,,as  was  generally  the  case  under  the  old  con- 
stitution, frojn  among  those  whosfivvcalth  would  make  them  in- 
dependent of. the  emokmients  of  office.  This  certainly  is  an  evil 
to  be  carefully  avoided,  and  every  <  n  >  must  feel  the  necessity  of 
, guarding  against  any  principle  by  w,  ich  merit  and  talent  may  be 
1  excluded,  or  made  merely  secondary  lo  the  possession  of  wealth  I 
It  should  also  !)e  borne  in  mind,  that  an  inadequate  salary  might 
lead  io  a  corrupt,  use  q(.  poiwer,,  apd  \ye  shoqld  be  especially  careful 
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not  to  furnisli,  by  any  notions  of  false  economy,  ;t   temptation  to 
the  very  worst  abuses. 

Tiiese  are  the  views  which  have  presented  themselves  to  tiie 
minds  of  the  connnittee  and,  if  they  are  correot,  this  is  the  most 
fmintif  time  to  cany  their  recommendation  into  effect.  The  pre- 
sent Leo;-i.sIature  stands  in  a  |  isition  to  decide  this  matter  s^olely 
upon  grounds  of  public  gootl.  ;>nd  there  can  exist  no  plausible 
groimd  even  for  an  imputcM  u  of  party  motive.  The  committee 
making  the  recommendatioa  i;?  composed  of  members  of  both 
political  parlies: — the  salaiy  of  the  present  Governor  is  not  a!  all 
ailected  by  our  action,  and  time  alone  can  disclose  who  is  next  to 
occupy  his  scat. 

Your  committee  then,  altlKuigh  they  yield  to  none  in  a  sincere 
desire  for  all  proper  econoiny,  iiave  no  htsitation  in  saying,  iliat 
the  sakiry  for  the  Governor,  provided  by  the  act  of  last  ses.^ion  is 
inadequate  and  ougiit  to  be  increased ;  and.  as  by  the  provisions 
of  our  constitution,  the  Secretary  of  State  may  be  called  upon  to 
fill  the  chair  of  Governor,  the  same  reasons  apply,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, to  the  salary  of  that  officer.  They  therefore,  report  a  bill 
leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Honse  to  make  such  an  increase 
as  may  be  deemed  just  and  proper. 

S.  W.  SPENCER, 
PHIL.   CHEW, 
DANIEL  JENIFER,  Jr. 
JOHN  SWAN, 
THOMAS  DOxXALDSON, 
B.  M.  BOV/DLE. 

The  undersigned  concurs  most  fully  in  the  views  expressed  re- 
lative to  the  duties  and  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  Governor,  but 
does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recommend  any  increase  of  the 
salary  of  the  Secretarv  of  State. 

PEREGRINE  DAVIS. 


A    BILL, 

Entitled,  An  Act  relating  to  the  salaries  of  the  Governor  and  Se- 
cretary of  State,  of  the  State  of  Maryland. 

Section  L  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-eight,  the  compensation  of  the  Governor  of  this  State 
sliall  be  dollars  per  year,  and  the  salary  of  the 

Secretary  of  State  shall  be  dollars  per  annum, 

which  sums  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  that  said  officers  may 
now  01  hereafter  be  lequired  to  perform. 

Section  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  acts  inconsistent  with 
this  law  be,  and  are  hereby  repealed. 


^C""^     N.  MANCHESTER. 

INDIANA 


i„i„„„rr.„°:.r?^°^^^^^'-»«« 
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